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Milwaukee's open sores - the high poverty rate, the black-white 
chasm, the cruising fracas, the uptick in crime, the towering high 
school dropout rate, the Frank Jude Jr. verdict - vex Alan Curtis, 
local lad turned federal official turned foundation chief.

"It just hurts my heart," he says.

His Eisenhower Foundation may dispatch help to the city - in the form of funds for 
programs with proven effectiveness. Grass-roots groups would run the programs.

Curtis grew up on the south side. Laverne and Shirley and the Fonz could have been his 
neighbors. Curtis recalls the strict separation of the races back then. Black people could 
live only in an area north of the Menomonee River Valley, sometimes dubbed the Mason-
Dixon Line.

"I love the city," this 1961 Pulaski High School grad says via telephone. "My whole 
family is in the city."

Advertisement

 

But he rues what he regards as a lack of 
local leadership to overcome Milwaukee's 
lowly status, as indicated by an online 
magazine's ranking of Beer Town as the 
nation's worst place for African-Americans.

The D.C.-based Eisenhower Foundation is 
continuing the work of two 1960s 
presidential task forces: the National 
Commission on Civil Disorders and the 
National Commission on the Causes and 
Prevention of Violence. Big city riots led to 
the former commission. The assassinations 
of civil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr. 
and presidential candidate Robert Kennedy 
led to the latter.

The Kerner Commission warned that the United States was "moving toward two 
societies, one black, one white - separate and unequal." Perhaps no other area fulfilled 
that ominous prediction better than did metropolitan Milwaukee, where the racial gaps 
on a wide range of indicators of well-being (unemployment, poverty and high school 

  

http://www.jsonline.com/story/index.aspx?id=459014 (1 of 4)7/12/2006 6:49:34 AM

http://www.jsonline.com/jobs/
http://www.jsonline.com/cars/
http://www.jsonline.com/homes/
http://www.jsonline.com/rentals/
http://www.jsonline.com/shopping/
http://www.onwisconsin.com/redir/servicecenter.asp
http://www.jsonline.com/
http://www.jsonline.com/news/
http://www.jsonline.com/bym/
http://www.jsonline.com/sports/
http://www.onwisconsin.com/live/
http://www.jsonline.com/general/
http://www.jsonline.com/classifieds/
http://www.jsonline.com/classifieds/
http://www.jsonline.com/jobs/
http://www.jsonline.com/wheels/
http://www.jsonline.com/homes/
http://www.jsonline.com/rentals/
http://www.jsonline.com/stuff/
http://www.onwisconsin.com/redir/personals.asp
http://www.milwaukeemarketplace.com/
http://www.onwisconsin.com/redir/tickets.asp
http://www.onwisconsin.com/redir/coupons.asp
http://www.onwisconsin.com/redir/contests.asp
http://www.jsonline.com/general/homepage.asp
http://www.onwisconsin.com/redir/servicecenter_front.asp
http://oascentral.onwisconsin.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/jsonline.com/news/editorials/story/column/459014/481446024/Top1/MlwakJrl/AmLaser_NW_HS_June-Aug06/lb-americanlaser-05-2006.swf.html/34303733386531343434623530626630
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=8
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=1
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=3
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=4
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=6
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=5
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=7
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=2
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=9
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=81
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=8
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=8#crossroads
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=23
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=10
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=11
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=35
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=35
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=44
http://www.jsonline.com/packer/insider/
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=32
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=33
http://www.jsonline.com/
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=1
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=8
javascript:newwin()
http://www.jsonline.com/story/index.aspx?id=459014&format=print
mailto:gstanford@journalsentinel.com
http://oascentral.onwisconsin.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/jsonline.com/news/editorials/story/column/459014/1473672255/Middle1/MlwakJrl/AmLaser_NW_HS_June-Aug06/bb-americanlaser-05-2006.jpg.html/34303733386531343434623530626630


JS Online:Bringing programs that work to Milwaukee 

Badgers

 » Football

 » Basketball

Golden Eagles

Panthers

Preps

Golf

Outdoors

Wave/Soccer

Admirals/Hockey

Racing

BUSINESS

Main Page

News

Economy

Health care

Investing

Workplace

More...

ENTERTAINMENT

Main Page

Dining

Movies

Music

Arts

TV & Radio

Books

Calendars

dropout rates, to name a few) tend to be the widest or almost the widest in the nation.

The foundation pushes replicating programs that we know work. "It's not a question of 
knowledge," says Curtis. "It's a question of political will."

As it happens, Johnnie Gage, the foundation's chief operating officer, scouted Milwaukee 
recently. He was seeking out strong grass-roots organizations that could, with the 
foundation's financial backing, replicate programs that have succeeded elsewhere. He 
found three such groups: the United Community Center, 1028 S. 9th St., the Dr. 
Howard Fuller Education Foundation, 3628 W. Wright St., and the Daniels-Mardak Boys 
& Girls Club, 3500 W. Mother Daniels Way.

Gage stresses that no deals have been clinched. Still, he confesses he found particularly 
impressive the Howard Fuller center. He notes that the Rev. Harold Moore, who heads 
the center, runs into needs, sets up programs and then worries about getting money to 
support the programs. The usual practice is to obtain the money and then set up the 
program. In reversing that order, the staff constantly finds itself overextended.

"That's all heart he's working with," Gage says. "Now we've got to give him some of our 
resources."

(Some self-disclosure: I once ran a writers' workshop at the center as a volunteer. Also, 
in response to its query to me, I tipped off the Eisenhower Foundation to the center.)

The center runs an after-school program, and another arm operates the nearby 3rd 
District Community Justice Center, which offers a variety of services.

The foundation may target the Quantum Opportunities Program for UCC and the Fuller 
center, says Gage.

The program takes about 30 academically struggling ninth-graders and helps them 
make it to graduation, with remedial education, mentoring and other services. The Fuller 
center may also get a safe haven program for younger children - which would 
strengthen the center's after-school effort.

Alan Curtis hopes that such grass-roots activity will "bubble up" and lead to further 
changes.

"Often you get a momentum going," he says.

Curtis worked on President Lyndon Johnson's violence commission and later joined the 
administration of Jimmy Carter as an urban policy wonk.

He's well-degreed, with a bachelor's in economics from Harvard, a master's in 
economics from the University of London and a PhD in urban studies and criminology 
from the University of Pennsylvania.

Milwaukee's race problems go way back, he says, noting he was aware of just one black 
student at Pulaski High School.

"Now at least there's more open discussion," he adds.

And, now, the Eisenhower Foundation will join the struggle to push Milwaukee toward 
one society. 

 

http://www.jsonline.com/story/index.aspx?id=459014 (2 of 4)7/12/2006 6:49:34 AM

http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=45
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=46
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=47
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=36
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=37
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=34
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=39
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=43
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=40
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=41
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=42
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=50
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=50
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=50
http://www.jsonline.com/archive/index.aspx?id=AH356
http://www.jsonline.com/archive/index.aspx?id=AH348
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=52
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=51
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=50
http://www.jsonline.com/enter/
http://www.jsonline.com/enter/
http://www.onwisconsin.com/dining/
http://www.onwisconsin.com/movies/
http://www.onwisconsin.com/music/
http://www.onwisconsin.com/arts/
http://www.onwisconsin.com/tvradio/
http://www.onwisconsin.com/books/
http://www.jsonline.com/enter/calendars/


JS Online:Bringing programs that work to Milwaukee 

More...

FEATURES

Lifestyle

Advice Columns

Homes

 » Real Estate

 » Entreé

Food/Cooking

Personal 
Technology

Health/Science

Religion

Cars

Travel

Visitors' Guide

AP COVERAGE

National

World

Business

Sports

Entertainment

NEED HELP?

Searching 
Articles

Placing an Ad

Setting Your 
Home Page

Newspaper 
Subscriptions

Jobs @ MJS

Archive

 Bringing programs that work to Milwaukee   (7/9/2006)

 Cutting and raising fares just cutting and running   (7/2/2006)

 When rehabilitation exits, brutality and crime enter   (6/11/2006)

 An opening for a dialogue to stop the gun violence   (6/4/2006)

 Do we want best students or best graduates?   (5/28/2006)

 Time to be intolerant of station's lack of diversity   (5/21/2006)

 Emergency over: Danger of modernizing passes   (5/14/2006)

 Rare bipartisanship brings Voting Rights Act renewal   (5/7/2006)

 Revisiting standards that keep worthy students out   (4/30/2006)

 Using the Jude verdicts to bridge the racial divides   (4/23/2006)

 A struggle over destiny   (4/9/2006)

 Marching, then and now, for civil rights, justice   (4/2/2006)

 Single-sex education: Trying it can't hurt   (3/26/2006)

 Huh? Feingold's the careless, reckless one?   (3/19/2006)

 Dropouts would rather be challenged than slide   (3/12/2006)

 Colorado can teach us important TABOR lessons   (2/19/2006)

 Use the tools in the belt before trying a new hammer   (2/12/2006)

 The State of the Union I wish I could've heard   (2/5/2006)

 Our deadly exports: Guns, violence and homicides   (1/22/2006)

 Dreams denied, years after 'I have a dream'   (1/15/2006)

From the July 9, 2006 editions of the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
Have an opinion on this story? Write a letter to the editor or start an online forum.

Subscribe today and receive 4 weeks free! Sign up now.

BACK TO TOP

http://www.jsonline.com/story/index.aspx?id=459014 (3 of 4)7/12/2006 6:49:34 AM

http://www.jsonline.com/enter/
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=72
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=72
http://www.jsonline.com/homes/
http://www.jsonline.com/homes/
http://www.jsonline.com/homes/
http://www.jsonline.com/food/
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=71
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=71
http://www.jsonline.com/index/index.aspx?id=70
http://www.jsonline.com/lifestyle/religion/
http://www.jsonline.com/cars/
http://www.jsonline.com/travel/
http://www.onwisconsin.com/visit/
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/fronts/LATESTHEADLINES?SITE=WIMIL&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/fronts/US?SITE=WIMIL&SECTION=US
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/fronts/WORLD?SITE=WIMIL&SECTION=INTERNATIONAL
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/fronts/BUSINESS?SITE=WIMIL&SECTION=BUSINESS
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/fronts/SPORTS?SITE=WIMIL&SECTION=SPORTS
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/fronts/ENTERTAINMENT?SITE=WIMIL&SECTION=ENTERTAINMENT
http://www.jsonline.com/general/search.asp
http://www.jsonline.com/general/search.asp
http://www.jsonline.com/advertising
http://www.jsonline.com/general/homepage.asp
http://www.jsonline.com/general/homepage.asp
http://www.onwisconsin.com/redir/servicecenter.asp
http://www.onwisconsin.com/redir/servicecenter.asp
http://www.jsonline.com/jobs/jsojobs/
http://www.jsonline.com/story/index.aspx?id=446036
http://www.jsonline.com/story/index.aspx?id=434066
http://www.jsonline.com/story/index.aspx?id=431067
http://www.jsonline.com/story/index.aspx?id=428482
http://www.jsonline.com/story/index.aspx?id=425467
http://www.jsonline.com/story/index.aspx?id=423423
http://www.jsonline.com/story/index.aspx?id=421505
http://www.jsonline.com/story/index.aspx?id=419511
http://www.jsonline.com/story/index.aspx?id=417803
http://www.jsonline.com/story/index.aspx?id=414220
http://www.jsonline.com/story/index.aspx?id=412462
http://www.jsonline.com/story/index.aspx?id=410603
http://www.jsonline.com/story/index.aspx?id=409022
http://www.jsonline.com/story/index.aspx?id=407409
http://www.jsonline.com/story/index.aspx?id=402427
http://www.jsonline.com/story/index.aspx?id=400669
http://www.jsonline.com/story/index.aspx?id=389778
http://www.jsonline.com/story/index.aspx?id=386552
http://www.jsonline.com/story/index.aspx?id=384943
http://www.jsonline.com/news/editorials/submit.asp
http://www.jsonline.com/idealbb
https://secure.jsi-service.com/SupportMain/DMZAPP/NEWSTART/subscribenow.asp?FO=11JSO03


JS Online:Bringing programs that work to Milwaukee 

About the 
Journal Sentinel

Internships

Submit News 
Tips

Contact Us

FAQ

Questions about 
accessing 
stories? See our 
Frequently 
Asked 
Questions page.

PARTNER SITES

MKEonline.com

MetroParent

TODAY'S TMJ4

620 WTMJ

94.5 WKTI

CNI Newspapers

Lake Country

News | Business | Sports | Entertainment | Classifieds | Jobs | Wheels | Homes | Rentals 

 XML/RSS News Feeds  (What's this?) | JSO Wireless 

© 2005, Journal Sentinel Inc. All rights reserved. | Produced by Journal Interactive | Privacy Policy

Journal Sentinel Inc. is a subsidiary of Journal Communications.

http://www.jsonline.com/story/index.aspx?id=459014 (4 of 4)7/12/2006 6:49:34 AM

http://www.jsonline.com/recruitment/
http://www.jsonline.com/recruitment/
http://www.jsonline.com/general/sep05/356310.asp
http://www.jsonline.com/tips
http://www.jsonline.com/tips
http://www.jsonline.com/general/contact.asp
http://www.jsonline.com/general/faq.asp
http://www.jsonline.com/general/faq.asp
http://www.jsonline.com/general/faq.asp
http://www.jsonline.com/general/faq.asp
http://www.jsonline.com/general/faq.asp
http://www.jsonline.com/general/faq.asp
http://www.mkeonline.com/
http://www.metroparentmagazine.com/
http://www.todaystmj4.com/
http://www.620wtmj.com/
http://www.wkti.com/
http://www.onwisconsin.com/redir/cni.asp
http://www.onwisconsin.com/redir/lakecountry.asp
http://www.jsonline.com/news/
http://www.jsonline.com/bym/
http://www.jsonline.com/sports/
http://www.jsonline.com/enter/
http://www.jsonline.com/classifieds/
http://www.jsonline.com/jobs/
http://www.jsonline.com/wheels/
http://www.jsonline.com/homes/
http://www.jsonline.com/rentals/
http://www.jsonline.com/rss/
http://www.jsonline.com/rss/
http://www.jsonline.com/general/may05/328461.asp
http://www.jsonline.com/general/wireless.asp
http://www.jsonline.com/copyright.html
http://www.journalinteractive.com/
http://www.jsonline.com/general/privacy.asp
http://www.journalcommunications.com/

	jsonline.com
	JS Online:Bringing programs that work to Milwaukee 


	IEGAFGGABNEGDHLIGPGCONIPGGFNBMKF: 
	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: [http://www.jsonline.com/classifieds/]


	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: web
	f2:  Web Search...

	f3: 

	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: [Subscriber Services...]


	form4: 
	x: 
	f1: JS2001
	f2: FileWrite
	f3: @filewrite
	f4: >
	f5: -1m
	f6: Article search...

	f7: 




