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“It’s been fifty years since the Kerner Commission 
offered a wake-up call long in the making, hold-
ing up a mirror to confront the reality of a society 
deeply divided by both race and economic status. 
Half a century later, how many more wake-up calls 
do we need before we face the tragic reality that 
in many ways—despite pledges by politicians and 
remarkable local accomplishments by innovative, 
creative leaders—in the aggregate, as a country, 
we’ve fallen backward. It’s time to get real about 
both the challenge and the work required to bring 
great models to scale and break a cycle that down-
grades the American Dream and diminishes our 
very definition of ourselves as a country of equal 
opportunity. In Healing Our Divided Society,  
Fred Harris and Alan Curtis have curated a col-
lection of brilliant essays authored by a diverse 
group of respected experts and activists, to examine 
where we’ve gone wrong and wrestle with what 
 we must do to respond at last to the alarm bell  
of the Kerner Report and live up to the promise  
of our country. This book is a must-read for  
anyone who is tired of the status quo and in need 
of both the inspiration to make a difference and 
proof that there’s still time to do it.”

—�JOHN F. KERRY,  sixty-eighth U.S. Secretary of State

Contributors include Oscar Perry Abello, Elijah 
Anderson, Anil N. F. Aranha, Jared Bernstein, Henry 
G. Cisneros, Elliott Currie, Linda Darling-Hammond, 
Martha F. Davis, E. J. Dionne, Jr., Marian Wright  
Edelman, Delbert S. Elliott, Carol Emig, Jeff Faux,  
Ron Grzywinski, Michael P. Jeffries, Lamar K.  
Johnson, Celinda Lake, Marilyn Melkonian, Gary 
Orfield, Diane Ravitch, Laurie O. Robinson,  
Herbert C. Smitherman, Jr., Joseph E.  Stiglitz,  
Dorothy Stoneman, Kevin K. Washburn, Valerie  
Wilson, Gary Younge,  Julian E. Zelizer,  
and the editors.
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To order Healing Our Divided Society, see http://tupress.temple.edu/book/20000000009771.




