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Taylor Ranch from Montaño to
La Orilla: Eastbound and westbound left lanes closed 9
a.m.-3 p.m. today and Friday.

St. Pius uses the long
ball to defeat Atrisco
Heritage
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Students
put their
goals on
a support
board at the
Quantum
Opportunities Program, a program aimed
at preventing students
from dropping out.
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Candidate
To Appeal
To Court
Luévano Wants To Be
On Ballot for House Seat
By Rosalie Rayburn
Journal Staff Writer

Republican Johnny Luévano hopes a court
appeal will revive his chance to run for the
West Side state House of Representatives seat
currently held by Democrat Antonio “Moe”
Maestas.
At a Monday news conference, Luévano
said he plans to ask the state
Court of Appeals to reverse
last week’s District Court ruling that supported Maestas’
claim that he was ineligible
to run for the House District
16 seat because he was not a
district resident on the legally
required date.
The ruling led Bernalillo
County Clerk Maggie Toulouse LUÉVANO:
Oliver to remove Luévano from ‘My residency
the ballot, leaving Maestas is not a
without an opponent.
sham’
“My residency is not a sham.
I am a legal voting member of this district,”
Luévano told a crowd of about 25 supporters,
including retired Marine Corps Col. Allen
Weh, a former chairman of the state Republican Party, and Legacy Church Pastor Steve
Smothermon, who has weighed in publicly on
See HOPEFUL on PAGE 2
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Brittany Segura, left, gets help from case manager Marisol Campos. Segura is on track to graduate from West Mesa High next year after
nearly dropping out because of conflicts she said she felt in school.

Program helps students stay and succeed in school
By Aurelio Sanchez
Journal Staff Writer

igh school was
torture for Brittany
Segura. She was
in a free fall to
failure and on her way to
becoming a dropout, when
she decided as a last resort to
enroll in a dropout prevention
program called Quantum

H

Opportunities.
Now, two years later, she’s
not only on track to graduate
next year from West Mesa
High School, but she’s also
got designs on college and
eventually, a possible career in
criminal justice.
“I was the kid with a low
grade-point average. I was
skipping class, causing

distractions,” Segura said. “I
hated the teachers because
they’d get mad if I didn’t
understand the material.
When I ditched class, I’d miss
out on class time and couldn’t
understand any assignments
when I finally decided to go
back to class.
“Looking back, I knew that
I wasn’t stupid or worthless,”

Segura said in an interview. “I
just needed someone to tell me
that they believed in me.”
Enter Quantum
Opportunities. The 3-yearold program, offered through
Youth Development Inc.,
demonstrated its belief in her
by recognizing and helping
her to develop her hidden
See PROGRAM on PAGE 2

Soil Workshop Gives
Composting Tips
By Elaine D. Briseño
Journal Staff Writer

Everything needed for a
healthy garden soil can be
found inside the home.
Bernalillo County will tell
residents just how to do that
this Sunday during the Soil
Science and Home Composting workshop at GutierrezHubbell House, 6029 Isleta
SW.
The free workshop will
start at 9 a.m. and go until
12:30 p.m.
Colleen McRoberts, the
county’s open space coordiSee GOOD on PAGE 2

Corrales Road Mess
Will Stick Around
ORK ON
CORRALES ROAD
TO GET WORSE
BEFORE IT GETS
BETTER: Last week Corrales
Road was down to one lane,
with flag crews alternately
directing traffic north,
then south, because a sewer
project got complicated when
a drop inlet, used to drain
water from the roadway,
cracked/collapsed the
pavement.
This week the lane closure
continues.
Phil Gallegos, who handles
information for the New
Mexico Department of
Transportation, says “until
further notice, N.M. 448/
Corrales Road will have
the southbound lane closed
due to roadway failure.
N.M. 448 northbound will
remain open until repairs
are initiated, and then
northbound will also be

W

WHAT: Soil
Science
and Home
Composting
workshop
WHERE:
GutierrezHubbell
House, 6029
Isleta SW
WHEN: 9 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m.
COST: Free

Centenarians Share
Secrets to a Long Life

Road Warrior

By Rozanna M. Martinez
Journal Staff Writer

wenty-year-old Vera
Gutierrez looks over her
shoulder, beaming at the
camera in red lipstick.
That photograph of the Old Town
resident was captured 80 years ago.
Gutierrez is now 100.
But don’t think the decades have
slowed her step any.
She holds on to that vibrant
image she exuded in her younger
days, saying she’s maintained
her good health and youthful
spirit by not smoking or drinking
alcohol, and she doesn’t take any
medications — other than an
occasional Tylenol tablet.
“I feel like I’m 60,” Gutierrez said.
“I like to pray, and I love to dance
around the house. I just move. I
love jazz.”
Gutierrez was among 16
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closed.”
Southbound drivers can
detour onto Loma Larga and
Meadowlark.
Early next week, crews will
begin repairing
the road. “If
Road Warrior
all goes well,” Gallegos says,
“we are looking at two to four
days to fix the road and open
N.M. 448. During the repair,
N.M. 448 will be completely
closed.”

If you
go
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Vera Gutierrez, 100, holds a photograph of
herself taken in her early 20s on Wednesday. The Old Town resident was among
those honored during a centenarian recognition breakfast Wednesday.

centenarians — those 100 years
old or older — who gathered at the
Hotel Albuquerque on Wednesday.
The Bernalillo County Commission
organized an event to honor
the area seniors as part of New
Mexico’s centennial celebration.
Not only did the attendees
receive a “birthday” breakfast for
the occasion, they were happy to
impart their secrets for longevity,
which included getting up and
moving and feeding on honey,
vinegar and garlic.
Centenarian Jennie Cortez
credits dancing for living a long life
— she fancies the jitterbug.
Cortez, who’s 101, lives in Rio
Rancho now but is originally from
Martineztown in Albuquerque.
She detailed highlights of her
interesting life to her daughter
Mary Winsor Storrs, who relayed
them to the Journal as Cortez sat
See AREA on PAGE 2

See RIVER on PAGE 3
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Program Helps Students Succeed
from PAGE 1

potential, associate director Concha Cordova
said.
“Brittany has a good mind and a voice,”
said program case manager Marisol Campos.
“We just helped her to find her voice.”
The program helps students by teaching
them valuable social skills, guiding them
through academic programs and giving them
self-confidence.
Segura was like a lot of kids who come from
low-income families, facing various obstacles
to education and employment, said program
director Natalie Chavez.
Working with 30 selected students from
West Mesa, the Quantum Opportunities
Program in Albuquerque is one of only 10
such programs nationwide. Designated a
model program, it received funding from
ADOLPHE PIERRE-LOUIS/JOURNAL
the Milton S. Eisenhower Foundation, with
Centenarians pose for a group photo after being honored at by the Bernalillo County Comadditional funding from the U.S. Department
mission at Hotel Albuquerque in Old Town on Wednesday.
of Education and the Department of Justice.
The program has received $304,000 in three
years.
Alan Curtis, president of the Eisenhower
Foundation, said he’s been impressed
by results reported at the Albuquerque
program.
from PAGE 1
said. “I credit the Lord, and
her family and to “work,
Meanwhile, according to data released
try to eat right.”
work, work.” She was a
recently by the Department of Education
and listened.
Stewart said honey,
bartender for a “long time,”
Office of Civil Rights, Hispanic students
“There were few cars
vinegar and garlic have
Storrs said.
are five times more likely than Anglos to
and not many people,”
Cortez also credits a glass been key ingredients to his
be suspended from Albuquerque schools,
Cortez said about
long life. He said besides an
of wine “now and then”
Cordova said. She added that most students
Martineztown in the 1920s,
injury to his pelvis, he is in
for helping her eclipse the
in the program are Hispanic.
according to Storrs. “All
good health.
century mark.
National studies also show that overof a sudden there were
“I like soup, sandwiches,
One of the oldest
reliance on suspensions, arrests and
cars everywhere, and the
and spaghetti and
attendees, 103-year-old
expulsions of students leads to low academic
population was exploding
Carrol Stewart, said he still meatballs,” Stewart
achievement, a higher dropout rate and
before my eyes.”
said. “One of my favorite
drives, shops for groceries
later, more serious potential outcomes, such
Storrs said her mother
sandwiches is made of
and cooks.
as higher rates of crime, violence, poverty,
attributes her long life to
“I feel real good,” Stewart cucumbers and tomatoes.”
premature health problems, death and
incarceration, Cordova said.
“Here in Albuquerque, all of the kids
(in the program) were potential dropouts,
low achievers, with low scores and high
absenteeism rates,” Campos said.
To counter those effects, the program
Alameda Boulevard.
encourage to meet, talk and provides homework assistance, tutoring,
Journal Staff Report
The event is part of the mingle with community mem- mentoring, leadership training, case
Don’t forget: State Legisla- Alameda North Valley Asso- bers in an informal manner, management and community involvement.
ture primary candidates for ciation’s general meeting.
according to the association. For example, students during the past 2½
the Alameda/North Valley
There also will be a few oth- years have built greenhouses and storage
The meeting agenda will
areas will be part of a meet- allow each candidate to intro- er brief topics on the agenda, sheds for nonprofits and volunteered to help
and-greet event held from 7 to duce themselves and they will including the annual board plant community gardens. Students receive a
9 p.m. today at the Raymond be given about three minutes election for the Alameda/ stipend of $1.25 an hour, which is covered by
G. Sanchez Community Cen- for remarks. If there is time, North Valley Association, that the foundation.
ter, 9800 Fourth NW, which is questions may be asked. After- will be held at the end of the
Many students also work at part-time jobs.
about a third of a mile north of ward, the candidates will be meeting.
They learn values such as hard work,
trustworthiness and commitment, Campos
said.
Nearly 95 percent of participants are still in
the program, with most on track to graduate
from West Mesa by next year. Many have

Area Centenarians Honored

N. Valley Area Candidates Featured

Hopeful To Turn to Appeals Court
from PAGE 1

political candidates.
Luévano retired in August
from a 20-year career in the
Marines and is now a member
of Smothermon’s church.
The news conference was
in the newly completed home
on Bluffside, near Atrisco and
Iliff, which is at the heart of
the controversy.
Maestas challenged his
opponent after reports surfaced that Luévano did not

receive the required city permit to occupy the home until
March 14. The lawsuit said
state election law required
candidates to be living in their
district on March 6, the date
the governor made the election
proclamation.
Luévano maintains he is eligible to run because of a federal law that allows service
members to establish a legal
residency in a state while they
are serving elsewhere.
“Under federal law we are

given the right to call our
home our residence,” Weh
said.
Luévano said he has owned
and paid taxes on the property since 2006. He said he may
consider running as a write-in
candidate if his appeal is not
successful.
“There’s 10,000 voters in
this district that will not get a
right to vote for the candidate
of their choice if this (District Court) decision stands,”
Luévano said.

nator, said healthy soil is the
key to producing a healthy
garden. Attendees will first
learn about the science of soil.
“It’s important to have
an understanding of all the
organisms that live in the
soil,” she said. “When you
realize that soil is a living,
breathing thing, you approach
gardening in a different way.”
McRoberts said one teaspoon of soil contains a million living organisms.
The second part of the workshop will address composting.
“I think people are starting
to realize you don’t have to go
to a store to buy healthy soil,”
she said.
She said all the things necessary for having great soil can
usually be found in the home.
She said people can use their
household waste, like vegetables and other greens, as well
as newspapers, dried grass
clippings and leaves, to create
a great compost. In addition
to being great for gardening,
composting is good for the
environment, she said.
“It reduces the waste you are
using and sending to the landfill,” she said. “It’s the respon-

sible thing to do.”
Composting experts Shawn
Hardeman and John Zarola
will conduct the workshop.
They will take attendees
around the grounds and show
them different types of soil and
talk about how to make sure

Support posters made by students are shown
on the walls at Quantum Opportunities Program. The program turns potential dropouts
into success stories.
significantly improved their grades, and
juniors in the group are preparing to take
their ACT tests for college, Campos said.
The program has helped to keep kids out
of trouble with the law, and most go on to
college or career, she added.
“All of these young people have had
difficult challenges, but because of the
Quantum Program, they can now see
their dreams and can feel confident about
achieving them,” she said.
Campos said she frequently takes students
to tour the University of New Mexico campus,
with visits to Zimmerman Library or the
duck pond, so they can visualize themselves
in college.
It’s working, Segura said.
“Now I’m setting goals for myself and
always keeping a positive outlook,” Segura
said. “Now I feel like the whole world is
opening up for me.”

TRAFFIC WATCH
DOWNTOWN/
NORTH VALLEY

through today.
6 Alameda at Second: Eastbound right lane closed 9 a.m.-3
p.m. today and Friday.
7) Alameda from Second to
Edith: Eastbound parking lane
and sidewalk closures 9 a.m.-3
p.m. through May 10.

1) Park Avenue at 12th: Eastbound right lane and sidewalk
closures 9 a.m.-3 p.m. through
April 30.
2) Third from Roma to Lomas:
Southbound right lane and
sidewalk closures 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
today.
3) Mountain at Third: Eastbound right lane closed with traffic split, southbound right lane
closed and sidewalks closed 9
a.m.-3 p.m. through Friday.
4) Menaul from 12th to 17th:
it’s balanced for the healthiest Continuous eastbound, westgrowing conditions.
bound and sidewalk closures
“Composting creates the through April 26.
rich nutrients your plants
5) Rio Grande at Los Anayas:
needs,” she said. “A garden is
Southbound right double lane
a cost-effective way to feed you
closure with traffic split and
and your family and it’s also
bike lane closures 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
healthy.”

SOUTHWEST

8) San Ygnacio from 90th to
94th: Westbound right lane
closed with flagging 8 a.m.-3
p.m. and eastbound right lane
closed with flagging 9 a.m.-4
p.m. through May 1.
9) 90th from Eiffel to Sage:
Southbound right lane closed
with flagging 8 a.m.-3 p.m. and
northbound right lane closed
with flagging 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
through May 1.
10) Cerrillos from Cavett to
Benavides: Various lanes
closed, one at a time, and side-

Good Soil Can be Made at Home
from PAGE 1
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walk closed 7 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
through May 10.
11) Unser from Anderson Hill
to Blake: Road and bike lane
closed with pilot car 9 a.m.-3
p.m. through April 27.
12) Unser from Anderson Hill
to Dennis Chavez: Northbound
and southbound left lanes and
bike lanes closed 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
through April 30.

WEST

13) I-40 from Coors to Unser:
Various westbound and eastbound lane closures 9 a.m.-3
p.m. through July 16.
14) Taylor Ranch from Montaño
to La Orilla: Eastbound and
westbound left lanes closed 9
a.m.-3 p.m. today and Friday.
15) Golf Course from La Orilla
to McMahon: Eastbound and
westbound left lanes closed 9
a.m.-3 p.m. today and Friday.

Storehouse West
10th Annual Flower Sale
Geraniums & Hanging Baskets

$4.25 - $16.00 • April 14th - 15th and April 21st - April 22nd
Open 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
1030 Veranda Dr. Rio Rancho (2 blocks west of Unser off Southern Blvd.)

For more information call 892-2077

100 cute compacts $15 ea. or two for $25.
ALL proceeds to beneﬁt Haven House.
You can win a Yellow Sapphire Pendant &
Earring suite. Hurry in & get yours today!

Showroom Hours
M-F 10-5:30pm
Sat 10-4pm

ExprEss

4405 Jager Dr. NE
Rio Rancho

771-1000

Buy Any Entree and Two Drinks

Breakfast Burritos $2.50

Expires 5/10/12
Good at new location only.
Not valid with any other offers or coupons.

Carry Out Only – 7 a.m. to 11 a.m. only
Expires 5/10/12
Good at new location only.
Not valid with any other offers or coupons.

Receive 2nd Entree Free
Dine In or Carry Out

Huevos Rancheros or
Breakfast Burrito $5.99
Dine In Only – 7 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Expires 5/10/12
Good at new location only.
Not valid with any other offers or coupons.

With papitas, eggs, chile, cheese

Lunch or Dinner Special $7.50
Choose from enchiladas, stuffed
sopa, or burrito, all served with beans and rice
Limit 2 per coupon.
Expires 5/10/12
Good at new location only.
Not valid with any other offers or coupons.

GRAND O P EN I N G

NOW THAT I’M HERE,
I HAVE TO ASK MYSELF:
“WHAT TOOK YOU
SO LONG?”
Not only are the residents of
Elmcroft living happy lives, they’re
growing in experience – trying new
things, making new friends, having
fun and going places.
Call 505.797.8600 to
schedule a visit.

Assisted Living
7101 Eubank Boulevard, NE | Albuquerque, NM 87122
elmcroft.com

