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Mordecai Walker,
cher For Life

Tea
i

Mordecal Walker and his Alican-American Wheel of Hislory

BY HARRY L. HARVEY
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG -
Mordecai Walker retined  from
teaching in 1987, However, he
hass never stopped demonstrating
his zeal and love of teaching.
Without putting forth a great deal
of cffort, you can find him
teaching  during  the  “Groat
American Teach [n” at Melrose

i i how
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offers an excellent education for
tose that are scrious  aboul
leaming. They use the A Boka
Curriculum which provides
quality education that incomo-
raes cthical behavior from a
Christian perspective.

Mordecai Walker, a native of
Citrus Park, FL neccived his carly
education in Citrus Park and
Tamga. He enrolked at Tennessoe
A& State College and reccived a
Bachelor of Scince degree in
Agricul Cd in 1951

Y
to propagate plants o nkinbers
of the Pathfinders, a group of
students mentored by his
Fratemity. Recently, Wlker was
observed teaching students of the
Yvonne C. Reed Chiristian School
located at Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church. There he
displayed his famous and infonn-
alive Aftican-American wheel of
History. A chosen student would
spin the wheel and if they success-
fully provide some  valuable
infonmation about the person. that
was sclected by the wheel an
award of filty conts was given,
The students really paid atiention
during the entire session as the
legendary teacher, Yvonne Reed,
looked on with an approving
smile,

Yvonne C. Reed School

y
Walker also reccived a Master’s
Dugree in Agricutture Education
from Florida A&M University in
1970 and a guidwnce endorse-
ment from the University of
South Florida in 1932,

Walker served in the
United States Anny prior to
entering Tennessce A&I State
College. His numerous affilia-
tions inctude Omeya Dsi Phi
Fratemity; NAACP; Phi Deha
Kapps; National Council for
Therapy and Rchabilitation
through Horticulture; American
Horticulture  Socicty; and the
American Hibiscus Society. He
was also onc of the organizers of
e TSU Almni Chapler in
Tampa and is a member of the
Saint Augustine Episcopal
Church.

Charles Bolden's Story:
‘From The Segregated
South To Low Earth Orbit’

Publisher s Note: This post

are scicntists, engincers, and

is @ part of the Celeb
Black History Mouth series,
which highlight the work of
African Americans who are con-
tribeting 1o the Presidents
goals for winning the future.

BY CHARLES BOLDEN

WASHINGTON - I's a long
way from the segregated south
t low Earth ocbit. But 1 am
fortunate to have made the
Journcy and to have had many
OpPPOMUNLics 10 serve my nation
ina M-year carcer with the U.S.
Marine Corps and in many roles
at NASA, currently as head of
the nation's space program.

When I was a young man,
my scrvice as NASA's first
African-American Administrator
under the Mation's first black
president would have  been
nearly unthinkable. But through
the eMorts of many people of all
races, our nation has changed.
And, thanks 1o the Space
Shuttle Program, and NASA's
cross-disciplinary  exploration
missions,  African-Americans
and many others have had
access lo space and also to
scicnce and technological
carcers. The shuude was really
instrumental in breaking the
colar barricr for African-
Americans in space, and it all
happened without a single law
being passed.

Today, African-Americans

They're ping
instruments  foe spacecraft ta
peer beyond the edge of our
solar system and opening solar
arrays on  the Inemational
Space Station with just a tether
holding them to a vehicle
moving nearly 17,000 miles per
hour. NASA is reinvigorating its
focus on rescarch and develop-
ment 1o develop technologies
that don't exist today. We will
send humans farther and faster
into space, We'll visit places
we've never been, with people
and robots, launch seience
missions to uncover unfath-
omable secrets of the universe,
and make air travel safer and
cleaner here on the home front.
African-Americans have been,
and will continue to be, key to
all of these cflorts.

I might never have had a
chance in space were it not for
the late great Ron MeNair,
another African-American
pioncer in exploration who
encouraged me to apply to the
astronaut corps. [ was being a
naysayer, thinking there was no
way | would be accepted. But
Ron persisted, and 1 am grateful
10 him to this day and for all of
the life and professional
leaming he shared with me in
his too-short time before he was
lost in the Space Shutile
Challenger tragedy. Ron was
my "Sputnik moinent.”

Since Amvrica's "Sputnik

Charles Bolden

moment,” when the nation stood
up and took notice, and made a
decision to comntit to explo-
ration and the technology devel-
opment and innovation  that
would be required, many

African-Americans have given
their heart and soul to the space
program. The list is long at

BOLDEN
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Quantum Opportunities
Local Teens Win Medalls

ST. PETERSBURG - A
recent bonanza of prizes were
won by sophomores from St.
Petersburg and  Gibbs  High
Schools who are "Associates™ in
the Quantum Opportunitics
after-school intervention
program, run by a visionary
local non-profil corporation, the
Center  for  Community and
Economic Justice, Inc. (CCEJ).
CCEJ -Quantum coached two
separate teams of 7 Quantum
Program participants, who
show-cased  theic  computer

hnology skills and Americ:

College and sponsored by
Computer Mentors Group, Ine.
The Bronze Medals for third
place were won at the Brain
Bowl Challenge Race 1o
Excellence, held on the Gibbs
campus of St. Petersbury
College and sponsored by the
Florida Education Fund’s
History and Culture initiative,

The Quantum Opportunitics
Program has been operating at
the CCEJ Headquarters at
2730 Centeal Avenue in St
Petersbury, for about one year.

According to Quantum's

history knowledge to  win
bronze medals, sophisticated
clectronic deviees and even a
new lap-top compuler.

The competition in which
Quantum's students won their
clectronic prizes and lap-lop
was the Techology Bowl, held
on the Brandon campus of
Hillsborough Community

Exccutive Bireclor, Dr. Yvonne
Scruggs-Leflwich, 30 students
from Gibbs and St. Potersbury
High Schoals, were randomly
sclected  for  membership in
Quantum, which boasts, "Once
in Quantum, always in
Quantum® as its mollo.
Financial suppont for the four-
year long academic excellence,

civie respansibility and
cultural enrichment
program is being provided by
the Washington, DC - based
Milton §. Eisenhower
Foundation, a national
operating foundation, with a
grant from the United States
Department of Justice's * Oflice
of Justice Programs.”
Additional community support
inclides funding and in-kind
contributions  from  Wal-Mart,
Thompson Goodis law finm,
CCEJ, Inc and other
anonyTious private sources.

A rich program of critical
think individual tutoring,
specialized field trips to
regional muscums, active par-
ticipation as Quantum and
scholarship members of the
YMCA and atendance at local
theater productions, is
augmented by intemships at
such institutions as St.

il
Dr. Yvonne Scruggs-lefiwich
Petersbury’s Littte Theater and
the Boys and Girls Club. One-
on-one mcntoring, both virtual
and in person, is assigned to
cach Associate.  Guest presen-
ters at the CCEJ-Quantum
Center have included a success-
ful Columbia Rccords
musician; a senior rescarch
engincer fram McDonald
Douglas and Bocing Aircrafl,
ine.; amentor from the local law

QUANTUM
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‘Churchin’ In The Park:
You Still Have Time!

éth Annual Gospel fest Kicks off next weekend

STEVE

On the calendar, black history month ends at
the end of February. We all know that black
history is continuous and pentineit to history.
Gospel music is a staple of black history and one
of the foundutions for streagth, support, and
sometimes survival historically and preseatly.
Gospel is defined as good news.

Thousands  of people will coavene at
Heritage Village for the 6th Annual Gospelfest.
The Pinellus County Cominissioners would like
to invite any group oc choir to part
spirit filled event. This is one of the many com-
ponents of the Twelth Annual African-American
Heritage Celebration. The event will be held
next Saturday, Feb, 26, 2011 from 10:00 am. o
4:00 p.m. at Heritage Village in Largo, FL. The
event s free. The event is open to any
group/choir. First place is a $1,000 cash prize.
Second Pla $750.00. and Third place is
§500.00. This is a wonderful opportunity for a
group or choir to oblain money that could be
used to further their carcer, some church project,
of even studio work.

The event is opea to groups and choirs
around the state of Florida and has had pantici-
pants from as far as Tallahassee and Miami.
There have been many inquiries from groups and
choir even outside of the state of Florida,
Panticipants will be judged on their appearance,
crowd, interaction, complexity of song. ereativi-

ty, i vocal clarity, song
sclection, diction, and overall performance. The
event will be hosted by WRXBs Sis. Dianne
Hughes. Judges will be a pancl of qualified and
cstablished musicians, choir dircctors, radia per-
sonalitics, educational peofessionals, and civie
representation.

This eveat is one of the popular stages of the
Florida African-American Heritage Celebration,
and its a place were people have church in the
park! To reyi: for event, participants can
download application from www.pincllascoun-
ty.orghunity.htm and click on the gospel fest reg-
istration tab. Applications can be emailed to
manonrise66@ yahoo.com or faxed to 866-390-
1262 or mail application 1o P. O. Box 46321
Tampa, FL 33646. You may also pick up an
application  from  WRXB office at 9721
Exceutive Center Dr Ste 200, St. Petersbung, FL
13702. For morc infonnation regarding the
gospel fest competition you may call 727-244-
8119,

You still have time. If you know of a good
choir or group who would benefit, get applica-
tions in as soon as possible. Space is
limited. You doa’t want to miss this day of:
filled hand clapping, feet stomping and sing
songs of inspirations

Thank you for reading. and | hope you have
enjoyed your time OUT AND ABOUT WiSteve.
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fim of Thompsoa Goodis
Graseclose Richardson Miller;
PA; a younyg alumna of St
Pete High who enlisted in the
U. S. Armed Forces; a well
known local Community
Development business profes-
sional; and, the technical
dircetor for stage productions

ants venues including the Liule
Theater and Mahaffey Theater.

The Quantum group was
formally invited and reccived
by the St. Petersburg City
Council and Mayor Bill Foster
during the August 2010 regular
publicly televised  Council
scssion.

Quantum also was visited
by Florida’s Llth
Congressional District’s

and her Staff in November,
2010 ; by Senator Bill Nelson's
staff several times durng the
year; and by Pincllas County
Commissioner Kenneth
Welch, at the CCEJ- Quantum
Center on Central  Avenue.
Rev, Edward V. Lefiwich,
CCEJ's President’CEQ,  also
regularly provides individual
life counscling and mentoring
for Quantum Associates and
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“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”
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Little Known Stories Of
Blacks And The Civil War

Black Union Soldlers Were the First fo Triumphanily Enter
Richmond, April 3, 1845 By A. Peler Balley

When | acoepled, in 1986, the:
Sports Information Dircctor
position at Virginia Union
University, a historically black insti-
tution in Richinond, Vinginia, 1 was
not aware of the black history gold
mine located in the foaner capital of
the Confederacy.

For me, the most notable
nugget was Thomas Morris
Chester, the only black Civil War
comepondent. From August 1864
theough June 1865, Chester covercd
Black Union troops for a newspaper
called The Philadelphia Press. From
his book, “Thomas Morris Chester,
black Civil War Comespondent™, |
first bocame aware that black Union
soicrs, Mondhy, Apdl 3, 1865,
were the finst 1o enler into a defeated
Richmond, which had been
hurriedty evacuated by Confederute
governiment officials the day befoee,

Thase warriors must have boen
bursting with pride as they marched
vidorously into the capital of the
enshavers, a place from which some
of them had boen sold as chikken
and leenagens. | was mesierized
when reading Chester's vivid and
detailed account of tae historic
ovcasion. Excopts fromy his dis-
patches are as follows:

“Benet Begdiec General
Draper’s brigade of colonad troops,
Brovet Major General  Kautz's
division, were the first infantry to
enter Richimond, The galtant 36ty
U.S. Colored Troops, under
Licutcriant Colonel B.F. Prati, has
the honor of being the first
regiment. Captain Bicnnef's
compmany has the pride of keading
the advance...In passing over the
rebel works, we moved very cau-
tiously in singke file, foc Rar of

exploding the innumerable
ompedoss which were planked in
frout. Sa far as | can keam none has
boen exploded, and no one has been
injund by those infiemal machines.
The sokliers wene soon,  under
engineers, carclully digging them
up and nuking the pasaage way
beyond the Rear of casualtics. Along
e road which the roops mandied,
or rather double quicked, batches of
negroes were gathened wogather kes:
tifyimg by unmistakable signs dir
delight ut our coming. Rebel
soldiers who had hid demselves
when their anny moved canwe out
of the bushes, and gave themselves
up as disgusted with the
sorvice...For imarching or fighting
Draper’s It Brignde, 1st Division,
25thComs, is not tobe surassed in
the service, and the General honons
i widh a pride and a consciousness
which aspire him to undertake
cheerfully whatever may be
comiitied 1o his exeeution. It was
his briggacke theat nippod the flower of
the souhem anny, the Texas
Brigade, under Gary, which pever
bofore bt Septanber knew defat
There may be others who may
chim the distinction of being the
fiest 1o enter the city, bul as | was
ahead of cvery part of the foroe but
the cavalry, which ofnecessity must
Read the advanwe, 1 know whercof |
aflinn when | announce  that
General Draper's bigade was the
first organization 10 cuier the ity
limits. Acconding 10 custom, it
should constitute the provest guand
of Rictumond.™

Chester's ol conteipt for
what he called “mon scllors™ is
reflectod i his observation that
“There were inany persons in the

betterclass houses who were
peeping out the windows, and
whose wovement indicated  that
they woukd need watching in the
futwre, There was no mistaking the
curl of iheir lips and the Mash of
their eyes. The new mililary
Govenor of Ridunond will, no
dout, prove equal w0 sich aner-
penies.”

It is very disturbing that the
anniversary of Aprl 3, 1365 is not a
day of great cokbration for black
folks in this country. Those black
Union sokliers, who played a key
role in the defeat of the
Confoderacy, are the greakest war
heroes in our history.

The Afrcan-American Civil
War Manorial lists the names of
209,145 black Union soldiers who
Joined President Lincoln 10 snve e
Union and keep it united under ane
fag. The monument, located at the
comer of [0t and U Strects NW
Wishington, D. C., was buik by a
pivate fourdhtion that operates 2
muscum, dirccaed by Dr Frank
Sanith. Apeil 12, 2011 will nwrk the
150th Anniversry of the firing on
Fu Sumier and the stant of the
Anwerican Civil War, The African-
Anwrican Civil War - Mensorial
Founation will commemonale the
beginning of the Civil War with
euhebitics neading from Civil War
period newspapers, speeches, and
other docwnents announcing the
contirg of the war and its profound
effoct on the ending of slavery in
America. We will also heve eclebr-
tes nod from sckvied  press
responscs to the election of
Presidont Lincoln and the anti-
slavery platforn of the Republican
party of 1860,

at several local performance Representative Kathy Castor  their parents.

celebrate
being a woman

You love choices! Wil the latest shades,
anli-aging skin care and great giftideas,
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COMPANION PLANS

Affordable Final Expense Life Insurance

LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS

At the time of your death, how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?

When someone dies, the most
important decision you will make
is that of selecting a funeral home
that meets your personal needs and
your financial situation,

AvLauses Faisral Hovte =00 4ffis fan i Bl R COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE: Speak with
* A courteous and understanding staff EREn R * Your premium will never Increase regardless of JAMES REED
* Comfortable and clean facilities I Gl A your age or heaith. at Senior Life
. : i< fai * Your face amount will never decrease regardless

A price that is fair to you St. Detersburg, Florida 33711 of youk Bog o Tialh g Services Todayl

* Services that are carried out with

dignity and respect Phone: (727) 623-9025

Fax: (727) 623-9027

* Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are pald currently,

E-mail:lawsonfh@live.com * Your policy will build cash values should you need

] a loan for any reason.
Where experience and » Life Insurance death benefits are paid tax-free o the GALL
service connts! beneficiary. 813-405-5520






